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Background

On May 20", 2022 the Intemnational Coundl for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
published its report* on the EU Member States’ progress reports against the
escapement biomass target defined in the Eel Regulation (Council Regulation
1100/2007 establishing measures for the recovery of the stock of European eel) and the
theoretical lifetime anthropogenic mortality threshold implied by the escapement target.

FEAP view

This federation notes the incomplete success of the measures put in place by the
European Union for the recovery of the European eel population.

FEAP acknowledges that eels have a relevant role to play in ecosystem recovery and
biodiversity.

This federation underlines the strong impact of illegal fishing, trade and unreported
catches and other anthropogenic activities such as hydroelectric production, toxic
pollution in the reduction of the eel population in the different stages (from larvae to
reproducers).

Furthermore, FEAP stresses the impact of ichthyophagous avian predators on eel
population reduction and mortality.

FEAP position
This federation presents the European Commission with the following calls:

1. There is a need to intensify even further the fight against illegal, unregulated
and unreported fishing of eels and eel trade between the Member States and
Third Countries.
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