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“Guidelines in support of social acceptability for sustainable aquaculture development”
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WorldCafé

A methodology for dialogue and participation that promotes 
collaboration and the exchange of ideas among participants. 

In an informal environment of learning and idea-sharing, participants 
move between discussion tables and, with the support of moderators, 
debate different themes, proposing concrete actions. 

This dynamic allows for the collective construction of a shared vision 
in an inclusive environment where all opinions hold equal value.
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5 discussion tables were organized to address different sub-themes 
relevant to aquaculture in Portugal. 

Participants discussed and proposed a total of 62 actions aimed at 
addressing the challenges and opportunities faced by the sector.

WorldCafé



At the end, participants voted on the actions they considered most important. By theme, these are the ones 
that received the most votes:

Sustainability, environmental and economic performance, animal health and welfare
• 📌 Create fiscal incentives for the adoption of greener resources and tax incentives for compliant 

aquaculture companies.
• 📌 Widely communicate to various audiences about production methods and the origin of the product
• 📌 Invest in more sustainable, local, and functional ingredients in fish feed

Licensing, spatial planning, regulatory and administrative framework

• 📌 Establish an intermediary body to streamline, monitor, and support companies
• 📌 Review and organize the territory to ensure better characterization of production areas in relation to 

investment size, potential species to be produced, environmental carrying capacity, and accessibility
• 📌 Enhance the human/technical resources of public entities responsible for licensing



Competitiveness, investment, diversification, certification, and added value
• 📌 Invest in processing (filleting, packaging, presentation)
• 📌 Invest in differentiating the national offer through quality labels
• 📌 Invest in market research

Communication and social acceptance
• 📌 Introduce educational content about aquaculture in schools
• 📌 Create labels for products with additional information beyond the country of production
• 📌 Invest in media communication

Science and innovation
• 📌 Establish a database to foster partnerships between R&D institutions and the industry
• 📌 Organize technical visits by researchers to aquaculture facilities
• 📌 Hold seminars/congresses to disseminate results to academia, R&D institutions, and industry
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THANKS!
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