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“Guidelines for streamlining aquaculture licensing and leasing processes”



2

Aquaculture in Portugal
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The Importance of Algarve
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Artificialized Areas

2 different perspectives

Protection and spontaneous
recovery by nature

Reconversion with environmental
valorization projects including
aquaculture
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Type Of Aquaculture Facilities Required
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Ecosystem services associated with aquaculture:
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Direct and indirect carbon sequestration

Biodiversity (maintenance/diversification of 
habitats and fauna and flora)

Reinforcement of breeding stock

Assistance in animal and plant repopulation

Creation of diverse habitats associated with 
water intake, rejection and circulation areas

Improvement of water quality (through 
bioremediation processes with primary producers, 
detritivores and filter feeders)

Assistance in reversing the loss of biodiversity 
in adjacent ecosystems

Simultaneously promoting visitation and 
environmental literacy

Promoting conditions for birdlife and 
birdwatching tourism

Promotion of tourist sport fishing, and 
possibly other well-being and leisure activities, 
in a controlled environment



Ecosystem services associated with aquaculture:

In other words, the new food production units now have a dual purpose: 

food production and the provision of 
ecosystem services

Always in a financial balance that provides success for this type of investment. 
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system
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area
Ria de Alvor 780 399 51 47 352 88

Rio Arade 1138 558 49 128 429 77
Ria Formosa 10844 1969 18 1323 645 49

Sapal Castro Marim 1396 770 55 578 192 33
TOTAL 14158 3696 2076 1618

These 1618 ha correspond for the
most part to former salt pans

and inactive fish farms
56%44%

Active and Inactive areas
active inactive



The significant size of the areas
eventually available for 

intervention

(1,618 hectares in a maximalist
scenario)  

The scientific research that
Universities and Public Institutes

have developed around the
issues of ecosystem services

and blue carbon and the
advances in fish farming

biotechnology
(sectors that in the Algarve are 

represented by agents of exceptional
quality in terms of innovation)

The predisposition of new
generations of citizens to have, 
close to urban centers, informal 

spaces for recreation and 
leisure close to nature and 

primary sector activities, often
traditional, such as non-
mechanized salt farming

The potential of this work results from:
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THANKS!

isidroblanquet @aquacultores.pt
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